Second branchial cleft fistula: is fistulogram necessary for complete excision.
We present our 10 years experience (1995-2005) of second branchial cleft fistulas and sinuses in the pediatric age group by retrospective analysis of records of 52 patients (with 63 fistulas) whose sinuses or fistulas were excised. It was found to be thrice as common in males as compared to females and was predominantly unilateral. The role of fistulogram and methylene blue dye injection in delineation and complete surgical excision of the tract was evaluated. Twenty-five cases were managed by pre-operative fistulogram and intra-operative dye injections for excision, whereas 38 cases of branchial fistulas and sinuses were excised without fistulogram and dye injection. Fistulogram and dye injection were found to be of no extra help during excision of the tract. There were two recurrences.